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New Executive Director builds program

A spirit of teamwork is evident
in the Will County CASA office
under the direction of new Execu-
tive Director Rita Facchina. Rita
brings a wealth of corporate
experience to the position, with an
accomplished prior career as an
accountant for Ecolab in Joliet.

No stranger to the CASA organiza-
tion, Rita also served on its Board
of Directors as Treasurer for the
past five years. Rita earned a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in
accounting from the University of
St. Francis. She and her husband,
Mark, are residents of Will County.

Board President Dennis Holt
stated, “Rita Facchina has served
our board extremely well in the
past as a volunteer. With her tak-
ing on this leadership role, we are
confident that her corporate back-
ground and strong work ethic will
bring our organization to a new
level of expertise for the children
of Will County.”

While she believes that the organi-
zation has served the community
very well, the new Executive
Director said that she hopes to
improve its services even further.
Some of her goals include stream-
lining the director’s office, dis-
seminating a better understanding
of the CASA message to commu-
nity members and organizations,
developing additional funding
sources and increasing the number
of children served. She stated, “I
look forward to the challenges of

Executive Director Rita Facchina

developing CASA to the next level. |
feel strongly that once people learn
how they can work with us to help
abused and neglected children right in
our own community, they will join us
in the effort.”

In honor of the 15 year anniversary of
CASA of Will County, we invite you
to participate in our new Individual
Donor Campaign. We are asking
sponsors to donate $15 to celebrate
15 years of
service to chil- &
dren by Will |
County CASA. f
Please  com- |
plete the form |
at the bottom
of page 2 to 2
help us imple- =
ment this new |
program.

CASA of Will County cares
about our community’s children.

Our primary goal is to ensure
that children who are abuse or
neglect victims have a CASA
volunteer advocate working and
speaking for them in the
juvenile court system.

We help children to have a safe,
permanent, nurturing home as
quickly as possible.

We are proud that we have
increased the number of children
served by 173% over the past
seven years and the number of
our volunteer advocates from
36to 72, al00% increase!

Please take the time to learn
more about this beneficial
organization. Go to our website
www.willcountyillinois.com/casa
or give us a call at 815-730-7072.

CASA of Will County, Inc 3200 W. McDonough Street ¢ River Valley Justice Center ¢ Joliet, IL. 60431  815-730-7072 » casa@willcountyillinois.com



The importance of teamwork

Our CASA case managers
support and mentor 15 to 20 CASA
volunteer advocates. Our CASA
advocates work with one or two
families per year.

The case managers directly super-
vise the CASA volunteers’ activities
on each case. They meet monthly
with each volunteer advocate to
review the progress made on their
case, reviewing every prepared
court report for
content and accu-
racy.

In addition, case
managers attend
all court hearings
with the CASA
advocate to sup-
port both the ad-

vocate and the \
child.

This kind of teamwork is vital to the
success of our program and to the
support of a child. The abused child
feels most alone when he or she is

betrayed by someone the child once
trusted. The overwhelming experi-
ence of facing a maze of social ser-
vice agencies and courtrooms is a
critical time for the support of the
advocate and case manager. The
top priority of our case manager and
CASA volunteer teams is to mini-
mize any permanent damage to the
children.

CASA of Will County currently has
four highly ex-
perienced and
valued case man-
agers and 72 vol-
unteer advocates.
These individuals
| are so important to
the success of our
program. Our
CASA team is the
backbone of sup-
port for these chil-
dren who need to know that adults
are on their side. For more informa-
tion about becoming a volunteer
advocate in this beneficial program,
please call 815-730-7072 or email
casa@willcountyillinois.com.

New individual donor program

CASA is dependent upon donations from individuals and businesses to sustain its goals. In celebration of CASA of Will County’s
15 years of service to Will County children, we invite you to participate in this new program. We are asking $15 of each individ-
ual donor to continue our mission of recruiting, training and supervising volunteers to serve as advocates for abused and neglected
children in our community. Our goal is to provide a CASA advocate for every child who comes before the Juvenile Court. Won’t
you consider joining us in this endeavor? Just complete and return this form with your tax-deductible check made payable to
CASA of Will County or your credit card information. Thank you for your support! Questions? Call 815-730-7072.

I Yes! In celebration of CASA of Wil County’s 15 year anniversary of service to children, I will support its efforts to continue its
mission. My method of payment is shown below.

Check is enclosed made out to CASA of Will County in the amount of $

Credit Card # Expiration date

Credit card type

Name on credit card Signature authorizing CASA to charge card

Name Phone Email address




Sixteen new volunteer advocates

/ \recent training class was very

successful, resulting in 16 new volun- r * Are you at least 21 years of age?

« Are you willing to undergo a crimi-

teer advocates. Held at Lincoln-Way £ 2 RV g B

Central High School in New Lenox,

the new advocates were sworn in by o *
Chief Judge White and are now serv- £

ing children of our community.

A Volunteer CASA Appointed Special
Advocate is responsible to:

Investigate all aspects of the child’s
life and the parties involved with the
child and the abuse/neglect case. Pre-
pare court reports for the Judge summa-
rizing findings and making recommen-
dations.

Monitor compliance with Court Orders
ensuring court ordered services are be-
ing provided to the child & family.

Facilitate and assist court & social ser-

vice agencies to provide ordered family
services eliminating delays & advancing
the child’s case.

Advocate for the child and serve as the
Child’s “Voice in Court”.

« Do you have strong interpersonal skills
with people struggling with difficult
problems?

< Do you have a sincere interest in the
welfare of children?

, nal history check, personal reference

hecks and personal interview?

« Are you willing to complete 30 hours

i of pre-service training?

« Do you have 10 to 15 hours a month
available for volunteer service?

If you answered yes to the above, you
might be perfect for becoming a
CASA Volunteer Advocate!

We hope that you will consider
becoming a part of this vital organiza-
tion on behalf of Will County
children.

For more information:
www.willcountyillinois.com/casa

815-730-7072

|Give.com program to benefit CASA

Do you love shopping online?
Consider the gift that keeps on giving
by participating in a new program to
benefit CASA.

This is a wonderful new way for
CASA to be the beneficiary of a cash-
back reward by over 700 stores that
agree to return a percentage of each
purchase to worthy causes.

If you love shopping online at Gap, Sta-
ples, Barnes & Noble, Best Buy, QVC,
Penney's, Nordstrom, E-Bay, just to
name a few, please go to:

WWwWWw.igive.com

We have registered CASA with this pro-
gram and ask that you consider purchas-
ing through the site and select CASA of
Will County, Inc. as your cause.

Planning for next year’s events

We are hard at work planning our
fund raising events for next year. Please
mark your calendar to join us at these
events. As always, all proceeds will
benefit Will County children through our
CASA programs. These are tentative
plans and may be modified as they get
closer.

April 11, 2009 is the date of our CASA-
Blanca Wine Tasting. It will combine
our popular CASABIanca event with our
D’Vine wine tasting. This year we will

reach out to the Bolingbrook community by
hosting it at the Bolingbrook Country Club
and inviting our annual dedicated sponsors as
well as new Bolingbrook residents.

July 26, 2009 Poker Run. Get your motors
running for this one! This annual event is
always fun and we invite riders and specta-
tors to join in. We will end the run at the
enjoyable Heroes West Sports Grill at
Houbolt & 1-80.

September 2009 is being considered for a
tentative Golf Outing. More details will be
forthcoming on this.

Shop in the com-
fort of your own
home, avoid the
crowds  while
benefiting CASA!
All funds received
from this program
will be used to|
fulfill our mission

for the children.!
Thank you! =

Another new event will be

held in October. “I’'m

Smarter than a 5th Grader”

is planned as a family

Halloween party. It will

be similar to the popular TV show that
stumps adults and children with tough
questions. Wear your favorite Halloween
costume and participate in these fun  and
safe Halloween activities.

Please consider joining us for some or all
of these events! Volunteers are also
needed. Please call 815-730-7072 to
volunteer to help.




Thunder in July Poker Run ¢

More than 200 bikers rolled across the highways of Will County for the CASA of Will County’s fifth annual Poker
Run on July 27. The event raised $5,000 that supports the CASA mission of recruiting and training volunteer advo-
cates to speak to the court on behalf of abused and neglected children in Will County. A huge “thank you” goes out
to all participants and sponsors for making this event a great success.

A D’Vine Event \Wine Tasting

CASA of Will County was also the beneficiary of this fundraiser on behalf of children in our community. The September
26 event was held at the Joliet Country Club. Patrons enjoyed wine tasting from five different vendors, delicious appetiz- | [
ers, carving stations and a chocolate fountain. Along with entertainment by Peter Oprisko, a silent auction was in full “®
swing, with wonderful items up for auction donated by generous individuals and businesses. Special thanks to our donors

and participants. We truly appreciate your continued support!
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A recent CASA success story

We are proud to share with you a
story with a happy ending, thanks to the
hard work of our CASA advocates and
case workers on behalf of a little boy.
This boy came into the system after his
mother left him at an aunt’s home for
over seven days with no safety plan.

His mother said she was going to come
back the next day to get him but she did
not return. His mother was a home
health care nurse and lived where she
worked, not considering the fact that her
son had no place to live.

The boy was put into foster care and his
mother was told to find acceptable
housing, get counseling and manage her
medication, per her service plan. She did
not comply with these instructions.

A flight to remember

M unique auction item from our D’Vine Event made for a wonderful
birthday for Richard Suter. Geri Pope was the lucky high bidder on the

ride in a World War 1 fighter plane generously donated by Mr. & Mrs.
Tom Buck. Geri chose to watch from below while Richard enjoyed his
ride. Special thanks to all of our auction donors and all those in atten-
dance at our D’Vine Event who made the night such a big success.

Shown in photo: (left to right) Tom Buck, Richard Suter, and Geri Pope.

We have been fortunate to have
the benefit of two interns for the past
several months.  Special thanks to
University of Illinois at Chicago
intern Nereyda Herrera and Gover-
nor’s State University intern Tara
Thomas.

These hard working young women
have been extremely helpful to our
program. They have been out in the

DCFS and CASA explored the option of
the boy going to live with his biological
father and half siblings in Jamaica. His
mother was resistant at first and was not
cooperative in providing CASA with
proper documentation necessary to obtain
the boy’s passport.

The time and effort on the part of our
CASA advocates and case workers made
the difference. The boy is well on his
way to a new life after being returned to
Jamaica on Oct 12 to join his family. He
is an amazing young man. Even consid-
ering the placement in three different fos-
ter homes and schools within one year, he
still managed to maintain straight A’s in
his school work.

02/11,/2008

community, working cases, investigating
services for children, advocating and
writing reports for the judge.

Students majoring in Criminal Justice or
Social Services might consider serving
an internship with CASA. Their time
with us gives them great experience as it
gives them considerable time working in
the courts.

More information is at 815-730-7072.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the National
Court Appointed Special
advocate (CASA) Association,
together with the state and
local members, is to support
and promote court-appointed
volunteer advocacy for
abused and neglected
children so that they can
thrive in safe, permanent
homes.

NEXT YEAR’S
TENTATIVE EVENTS

April 11, 2009
CASABIanca Wine Tasting
Bolingbrook Country Club

July 26, 2009
Poker Run

September 2009
Golf Outing

October 2009
I’m Smarter than a 5th Grader
(Family Halloween Party)

We were pleased to learn that

CASA of Will County, Inc. has
been designated as a recipient for
the Herald Angel program.

Sponsored by the Herald News,
the Herald Angels campaign is a
fundraising effort to help needy
people throughout the Will and
Grundy County areas.

CASA will help ten needy
families during the holidays
with the $1,500 it receives
through the Herald Angels pro-
gram.

A big thank you to the Herald
News for its efforts in helping
those in need, particularly dur-
ing these hard economic times.

More information about the
Herald Angels program is with

the Herald News, 300 Caterpil-
lar Drive, Joliet.

Thank You
Hernald Vews!

CASA partners with Herald Angel program

At this special time of
year, we thank all of our
volunteers, advocates,
sponsors, donors and
the many others who
support our mission of
advocacy for children.
By working together, we
are making a difference!

All of us at CASA
of Will County, Inc.
wish you and your
loved ones a wonderful
holiday season!




